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Reading

For the month of May, our reading topic will be about musical instruments. We will read
two non-fiction texts about musical instruments and do various exercises to check the
students’ comprehension and help them to hone their writing ability. When reading
together as a class, we focus on pronunciation and defining new words to help the
students expand their vocabulary.

We may also touch on simple grammar points to reinforce their understanding of them and
help them improve their reading skill.

5/4 - 5/9 Unit 5 Week 4 — Sound All Around Us p118-141

5/11 -5/15 Unit 5 Week 4 — Sound All Around Us p118-141

5/18 - 5/22  Unit 5 Week 4 — Sound All Around Us p142-145

5/25- 5/29  Unit 5 Week 4 — Sound All Around Us p142-145

Teacher Tim
Presentation

This month in presentation class, we will continue learning about amazing inventors who
have changed the world! We will explore the work of Alexander Graham Bell, who invented
the telephone and helped people communicate over long distances. We will also learn
about Thomas Edison, who invented the light bulb and made it possible for us to have light
at night. In addition, we will discover the Wright brothers, who invented the first successful
airplane and made it possible for humans to fly.

We have already learned about Tomotaka Takahashi and his incredible robots, which
showed us how technology continues to grow and help people in new ways.

Each inventor we study is also connected to stories we read in our reading classes and on
our online Wonders readers. This helps students better understand how inventions are
part of real life and stories, while building both their speaking and reading skills.



We look forward to seeing students share what they learn and continue to grow in
confidence!
Teacher Justin

Grammar Class

5/4 - 5/9: Phonics (phonemes and diphthongs)

5/11 - 5/15: Grammar (comparatives and superlatives)

5/18 - 5/22: Grammar (indefinite articles and demonstratives)
5/25 - 5/29: Reading “The Class Trip” and “Music to My Ears”

For May we will be covering a little phonics, looking further into phonemes and
diphthongs understanding the sounds letters make and how the mouth moves to create
those sounds. Phonemes are individual sounds in a word. Our exercises will include
substituting letters to create a new word with the same overall word phoneme.
Diphthongs are ‘gliding’ vowel sounds within a single syllable, where the mouth moves
from one vowel to another creating two sounds that blend together.

For our grammar class we will be looking at comparatives and superlatives.
Comparatives are words that compare differences between two things, example - tall(er),
short(er) adding prefixes “er” and often followed by “than”. Superlatives are adjectives or
adverbs with an exaggerated use, such as - “tallest” and “shortest” adding prefixes “est’
often followed by “the”.

Finally we will be reading ‘The Class Trip’ and ‘Music to My Ears’ learning about
friendship, teamwork and connection. Comprehension questions will be asked at the end
of the stories to ensure understanding and a time for students to earn further points!

Thank you for taking the time to read this month’s newsletter.
Teacher Tom.

Writing

In May, we will guide kids on two writing topics, “My Hometown” and “My House”, based
on (Main Idea and Supporting Detail). A main idea is the one thing you want to tell other
people. But for people to better understand your main idea, you will need to give
supporting detail.

5/4 - 5/9 Main Idea and Supporting Detail “My Hometown”
5/11 - 5/15 Main Idea and Supporting Detail “My Hometown”

Brainstorm with the class about their hometown.

Example:

Main Idea - “Where is your hometown?” - “Taichung”
Describe your hometown - “It is very convenient”.
Detail 1 - “Many places to eat at”.

Detail 2 - “Many convenient stores”.

Detail 3 - “Big shopping centers”.

Conclusion - “How do you feel about it?”

5/18 - 5/22 Main ldea and Supporting Detail “My House”



5/25 - 5/29 Main lIdea and Supporting Detail “My House”
Brainstorm with the class about their house.

Example:

Main Idea - “Where is your house?”,”"How far is it from school?”

Detail 1 - “How many rooms does your house have?”, “What are those rooms?”
Detail 2 - (Living Room) - “Give 3 details about you living room”

Detail 3 - (Kitchen) - “What are 3 appliances you have in your kitchen?”

Detail 4 - (My Bedroom) - “Write 3 things about your bedroom”

Conclusion - “Tell us your favorite room in your house and why”.

Teacher Dragos
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