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This month will start with a review week since the first week of April is mostly taken up by
public holidays. At the end of the month we will begin practicing the school play. There
are 2 events this month, the Easter activity on April 7th (Friday) and the field trip on April
18th (Tuesday). For Easter, there will be an Easter egg hunt in the play ground, followed
by some games for the kids to play. For the field trip we will be visiting a zoo in Tainan, so
we can review some animals and related words before hand.

Core Material

This week we are finishing Reading Anthology chapter 4. This isn’t a very difficult chapter
so | have tried to add as much Q&A as possible and let the class get more speaking
practice. There are no key words because we are doing the big book, but we will review
the words the class have already learned. The story has some straight forward words like
run and move, but also some more complex phrase like “I have strong legs.”

These are the most useful books for helping to kids learn to read, so try to practice them
with their child if you have some time.

Week 1: Review

Week 2: Friends/There are Days

Week 3: Friends/There are Days

Week 4: Prepare for School Play

Conversation/Grammar (Grammar Space)

This month we will continue looking at subject+verb agreement, which means | like, he/she
likes. We will be looking at making questions with these words — “Do you like apples?”,
“Does she like pears?”. The third week is a 2 page test which will review the chapter we
just looked at. The final week of the month is sentence fills using like/likes. This is the end
of the unit and we will move onto “l can” next month. In addition to writing in the book, we
use some of these classes for speaking practice. The class will take turns asking each
other questions. This kind of activity will be much easier this month since we are looking at
“Do you like...?” We are able to do a reasonable amount of speaking practice in class and
everyone is familiar with the sentence patterns, however its difficult for them to remember
when to use does/doesn’t or add S to verbs.

Week 1: Review

Week 2: Do you/Does he/she, etc...

Week 3: Grammar test/review

Week 4: review of like/likes + do/does

Phonics
We have finished looking at short vowels and are now going back to long vowels. The
class are already familiar with silent e words and we have reviewed this throughout the



semester do the kids remember the concept well. We have also looked at other ways to
make long vowels like “ow” and “ay”. The class should not find this very difficult other than
memorising when to use different spelling rules. (e.g. kite, night)

Week 1: Review

Week 2: long | (i+silent e, ie, igh)

Week 3: long |

Week 4: review + long o

Writing

The class have now have a writing book and they will be completing one chapter a week.
This book is relatively simple and is connected to the Reading Wonders books used in
core material class. The chapters consist of a 2 page story and 3 questions which need
one word or one sentence answers. There is then a second page which asks the class to
write their own sentences. | try to encourage them to write long sentences and look for
extra details in the pictures.

Story Books

There are only 3 books this month due to the public holidays. If you have time, try to read
with them as it will encourage them to read by themselves. In class | focus on
pronunciation of the sentences and also on common words — for example a story may
have a lot of long vowels or focus on a few consonant blends like sh and st.. | also try to
have the kids touch each words as we read so that can learn to recognize some of the
words.

We also do some simple Q&A with the stories, the class are quite enthusiastic about trying
to answer questions and they are have lots to say about the stories. This semester’s
books are a bit more complicated, but still quite similar to last semester. There is a wider
variety of vocabulary and the sentence patterns are more varied, so it can be harder for
the kids to remember all of the sentences.

Week 1: Review

Week 2: What Can Insects Do?

Week 3: Wind

Week 4: Who Needs Water?

Math

This month we will be looking at comparatives — more than/fewer than and measurements
— longer than/shorter than. This part of MPM has lots of opportunities for speaking practice
so the class will practice making sentences individually and the class will then repeat
them. After that we will move onto ordinal numbers — first, second, third, etc. The class
have some understanding of this as we have discussed it when talking about today’s date
and in other ways too. Finally, we will begin practicing the school play in the last week of
April.

Week 1: Review

Week 2: More than /fewer than

Week 3: Ordinal numbers

Week 4: Prepare for school play

Physical Education



We currently have PE on Thursday afternoons. At the moment we are just doing simple
activities like foot or tricycle races because the kids can understand the idea easily. This
semester we can try relay races where the kids pass batons to each other and race in
teams.

Week 1: Relay Race

Week 2: Foot race

Week 3: Car race

Week 4: Obstacle Course

Song and Dance

The school day starts with song and dance. The children get the chance to move around
and have some fun before we start our first class. | also like to have them practice
between classes or at the end of the day sometimes so that the students have the
opportunity to move around and have some fun rather than sit for extended periods of
time.

Week 1: Who Stole the Cookie from the Cookie Jar

Week 2: Who Stole the Cookie from the Cookie Jar

Week 3: One Elephant Went Out to Play

Week 4: Prepare for school play

See you next time!
Teacher Kevin
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