
 

 

 

Zebra Class Newsletter 

August 2018 
Dear parents,      
        
In our last school year everyone in Zebra class learned all the basics in their phonics, conversation, and also 
started simple reading. Everyone worked very hard and make so much progress. Together, we have also 
made many memories and had different experiences together. Everyone got to participate in their first ever 
drama play and got to spend Christmas as well as many other holidays together. Not only has everyone 
improved in their scholastic skills, they have also come very far in their social skills. From learning how to 
play together and have fun, to learning how to communicate with each other and solve problems everyone 
in zebra class has made many new friends with their new skills. I’m very proud of everyone and how far 
they have come in each area and am looking forward to another year with them.  
 This is our first month K4 and we will be starting with new material and books. We will be using the same 
series in most of our subjects. However, a few of our classes have been changed. We will no longer be 
having a conversation book, and instead we will be taking a grammar and writing course. Of course, I will 
still continue to work on everyone’s conversation and come up with interesting and useful topics to discuss 
during class time. Our other subjects will be staying the same and simply advancing onto the next level. 
In K3 I wanted to take things slow and make sure everyone was comfortable at school and I wanted to 
make sure everyone felt that school was a fun place to learn new things. This new school year is no 
different and I will be coming up with activates and game to incorporate into our curriculum. I will be 
starting to enforce our rules a little more strongly this semester as everyone is a bit older and I feel this is a 
big part of their learning. I have already introduced most of our rules last semester and will simple be 
reminding everyone more often of them and having everyone follow them. This will help to create a calm 
and relaxed environment for everyone and will also teach everyone more about working together and 
showing respect to others. 
 
Song and Dance  
This semester we will be learning some more classic children’s songs such as ‘Itsy Bitsy Spider’ and ‘Hickory, 
Dickory, Dock’. Some of our songs are longer than last year and as the school year goes on they will 
continue to get more advanced. I that learning these classic songs are a good way to not only practise their 
English in song form but to also learn about things from different cultures.  
As songs have a catchy tune and are fun to sing along, they are a wonderful way for children to learn 
English. Everyone in our class picks up the lyrics fairly fast and are quick to chime in and sing along.   
Week 1- Say Hello   
Week 2 – Say Hello 
Week 3 – Say Hello 
Week 4 – Down by the River 



Week 5 - Down by the River 
 
Reading 
This month we will be reading a few different books with interesting stories such as Joshua James Likes 
Trucks and Flying Butter. Our books for this semester are more challenging but I’m sure everyone will still 
enjoy them a lot.  
Week 1-What Lil Loves/My Mom   
Week 2 – Time for Bed 
Week 3 – Joshua James Likes Trucks  
Week 4 – Flying Butter 
Week 5 – Snow Joe 
 
Core Material/Phonics 
In our new phonics book we will be starting with a basic review of the consonants and their sounds. Then, 
we will be going more in depth with short vowels and learning about blends and rhyming words. Finally, we 
will be learning about long vowels and consonant blends. This new book is a lot more advanced than our 
last year’s book and will also require a lot of writing. I have already been helping everyone with their 
writing and improving their penmanship, but they still have a ways to go before they are able to write on 
their own.  
For core material we will have two books. The first is called workshop and the other is anthology. In both 
books we will have a different discussion topics with each chapter. Workshop focuses more on sight words, 
and phonic words, while anthology has more stories and reading. Each book will assist everyone in different 
areas and act as a more in depth conversation and reading practise.  
Week 1- Unit 1 week 1 workshop: At School 
Week 2 – Unit 1 week 1 workshop: Jack Can 
Week 3 – Unit 1 week 1 workshop: Phonics: Short a 
Week 4 – Unit 1 week 1 workshop: Review 
Week 5 – Unit 1 week 1 anthology: What do you do at school?  
 
Maths 
This semester we will be continuing to learn about paths, counting objects, and writing practise. This 
semester requires us to use our MPM boxes more often than before as we are advancing to a higher level 
with more work.  In this month we will be doing a lot of writing practices such as practice drawing spirals, 
mazes, and curves. This is very important as when writing number there are a lot of different hand 
movements needed. We will also be doing counting and properties practises.   
Some of the practises take longer for everyone to understand so I will be using a lot of games and letting 
everyone to sample problems on the white board. Everyone loves math class and always have fun with 
whatever we are learning and the different activities I come up with. Everyone is always more than eager to 
take a turn and try to solve the problems presented to them.  
Week 1- C1: P 1-5 Properties (Shapes, colours…) 
Week 2 – C1: P 6 – 10 Practicing path writing of fixed lines and curved lines  
Week 3 – C1: P11-15 Practicing recognizing and counting number 1-6 
Week 4 – C1: P15-18 Reciting number 1-6 
Week 5 – C2: P1-5 Set theory 
 
Grammar/writing 
 This school year we will be taking a grammar/spelling course. We will be learning about simple grammar 
such as a/an, they are/ they aren’t, plural and singular, and many more useful grammar patterns. We will 
be taking things slow and only doing a few pages per week as grammar is a slightly harder subject but very 
important. This book will also have some basic writing which might be a little hard at first, but I’m sure 
everyone will get used to after some practise.  
In our first month we will be learning it is/ is isn’t as well as a/an and when to use these two in sentences. 
The first month won’t have a lot of writing and will be mostly multiple choices. We have already learned a 



little about these grammar patterns and will not be applying them to reading and more in or everyday 
conversation.  
Week 1-P6-7 Animals  
Week 2 – P8-9 It isn’t a… 
Week 3 – P10-11 a/an 
Week 4 – P12-13 Is it an umbrella? 
Week 5 – P14-15 What is it? 
 
Physical Education 
Everyone in our class is always very excited for PE class as everyone gets to go out and get some fresh air. 
We usually have PE class with Deer Class and the students in both class get along well and have even made 
friends from each class. Tr. Chalsey and I have prepared a variety of different games and activities for our 
PE class which we usually do for about twenty minutes then and with a ten minute free play time. Now that 
everyone is a little bigger we can play a few different games such as duck, duck, goose, and balloon pop. I’m 
sure everyone will be excited to play these new games and will have an amazing time.  
Week 1- Hula hoop   
Week 2 – Balloon pop  
Week 3 – Races  
Week 4 – Ball pit  
Week 5 – duck, duck, goose  
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