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Dear parents,

In the past month we focused a lot on preparing for our drama play. This taught the students a lot about
preforming on stage and was a good experience for them. Being on stage also play a big role in personality
development. Not only does it help them get over stage fright and shyness, making them more outgoing
and confident in themselves, it also gives them an experience that they will remember throughout their
lives and help in any future performances at Marshall or any other schools they may attend in the future.
The students also put in a lot of time, effort, and work into preparing their performance. | tried to use many
fun methods to encourage them and help everyone feel less nervous. To help them get into character we
even made headbands of the different animals everyone was and this really helped them better
understand their parts in the play.

Understandably, when they were actually on stage in front of many people that affected their performance
compared to when we have no distractions in the classroom. It is important to give them lots of
encouragement and positive feedback on their performance as it was their first time preforming on stage
and they were likely very nervous. | hope you were also able to see how hard everyone work on this play as
they are all very proud of their parts and performance.

At Marshall School we care a lot about the children and want their first impression of going to school and
learning to be a good and wonderful experience. Therefore not only do we care about their learning and
education, but we also want everyone to have fun and memorable experiences that will leave a good
impression on their attitude towards learning. This month is December and I’'m sure one of the many things
that comes to mind is, of course, Christmas! And yes, we will be having a Christmas celebration in which all
the classes at Marshall with come together to bring you an exquisite show to display what they’ve learned
in their extracurricular classes such as music and dance class. Despite having our Christmas program, our
class schedule will be returning to normal.

Reading

This month we have quite a variety of reading books. From simple but educational books, to fun stories
with new words for the class to learn. This month’s book also cover a broad variety of topics. One that |
particualerly like is the insect book which teaching about where insects live while also introducing a lot of



useful nouns such as grass, tree, leaf, rock, etc. The book ‘Apples’ teaches students about numbers and
counting. Though this book may seem very simple but it’s a good opportunity for the students to learn
about counting different objects. As though they might know the numbers 1 — 10, they are not as familiar
with counting in English. On Monday though Thursday | usually focus on introducing the book and
reviedwing it, then in Friday if | like to let the studetns play a game involving reading or something related
to what we learned in our that week’s reading book.

December

Week 1- Is it Time?

Week 2 — Apples

Week 3 —Noisy Breakfast

Week 4 — Where do insects live?

Core Material/Phonics

We have been working on Start Smart, Unit 1 and have just started to learn Unit 2. The students
understand the basic concept and new words, however | want to focus more on helping Zebra class
recognise the sight words in the books. Each book we learn two to three new sight words as well as new
vocabulary words from nouns like books, pens, tables, to verbs such as ride, rake, bake, etc. | encourage
them to use these new words whenever the opportunity arises to help them practise and embed into their
minds.

In phonics we had a rough start as it was hard for the students to understand the concept of litters and
their sounds. However now they are coming along nicely. I'm glad to say that almost everyone on Zebra
class can recognise most of the letters in the alphabet. While we go through the phonics part | want to
make sure to also take lots of time to review the previous letters we have learned. Phonics in the base to
reading and writing, so | feel even if we go a little slower | want them to have a solid foundation in phonics.
December

Week 1- Unit 3 — Rules to Go By: Phonics i

Week 2 —Unit 3 - Can | Pat It? Tim Can Tip It

Week 3 —Unit 3 — Sounds Around Us: Phonics Nn

Week 4 —Unit 4 — Nat and Tip. Tim and Nan.

Maths

In math we will be learning a lot about separating objects into groups as well as matching things that are
the same i.e. colors, shapes, animals etc. We have recently been learning about same and different so this
is a good practise for them. There are also many activities we can do bases around this month’s MPM
concept of matching and grouping objects. Math continues to be one of the student’s favourite subjects as
it has a lot of flashy material. | also use math to teach comparative words,

December

Week 1- Ad: P6 — 10 Matching colors and shapes

Week 2 —A4: P 11- 14 Matching shapes and color patterns

Week 3 —A4: P 15 — 18 Matching object amounts with numbers

Week 4 —A5: P 1 —5 Directional paths between objects

Physical Education

This month the students had so much fun with their Physical Education classes. | think that their favourite
by far was the Obstacle Course. We prepared it by placing a several padded mats, followed by hoops laid
out on the floor, and finally a small tunnel for the students to crawl through. They then had to complete the
obstacle course and use their decision making skills and coordination to make it through without knocking
any of the pieces over. All of the students performed so well and had a lot of fun. I’'m hoping to repeat a
similar variation of this activity next month, as they enjoyed the challenge it provided so much. We also
have some other fun games and activities for our P.E. this month and I think everyone will learn a lot and
get some great exercise.

December

Week 1- Limbo



Week 2 —Freeze Dance
Week 3 —Balloon bounce
Week 4 —Obstacle Course

Song and Dance

This month we have a very fun song ‘Old McDonald had a Farm’. When it plays in Zebra class | can already
see everyone getting excited about it. Everyone loves to dance and it’s also the perfect way to get them
awake in the morning. As you might already know, besides our assigned songs I've also selected a variety of
other educational and engaging songs that we sing in the mornings. As you might remember we also used
some of these other songs in our drama play. | would also suggest letting the students listen to English
songs at home is also a great way to help them get more used to hearing English at home. Songs are a fun
and fast way for children to pick up on new words and sentence patterns, so this is an important part of our
day.

December

Week 1- The Queen is Taking a Walk

Week 2 —The Queen is Taking a Walk

Week 3 —Old McDonald had a Farm

Week 4 —0Old McDonald had a Farm

Conversation

As time goes by and the student’s vocabulary expands, | can hear Zebra class speak more and more English
on their own in class. Everyone is also a lot more willing to come up to me, talk, or ask questions, unlike
when they first arrived at school and were afraid that | wouldn’t be able to understand them. This
upcoming month’s conversation topic will be a little more challenging than before. We are starting to learn
are/is/am and subject verb agreement. This might be a little hard at first as it is very different from Chinese,
so we will be focusing a lot on this and doing a lot of review.

December

Week 1- Unit 11 Hello. How are you?

Week 2 — Unit 12 Please, stand up.

Week 3 —Unit 13 May I...

Week 4 — Unit 14 Nouns
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Week 2 —Freeze Dance

Week 3 —Balloon bounce
Week 4 —Obstacle Course
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Week 1- The Queen is Taking a Walk

Week 2 —The Queen is Taking a Walk

Week 3 —Old McDonald had a Farm
Week 4 —Old McDonald had a Farm
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Week 1- Unit 11 Hello. How are you?

Week 2 — Unit 12 Please, stand up.

Week 3 —Unit 13 May |I...
Week 4 — Unit 14 Nouns



