Whale Class Newsletter
August 2017

Dear Whale Class Parents,

This new semester we will begin using a new collection of books. The story books have been first taken
home all together in a boxed set beforehand. These books can then be taken to school one at a time at the
beginning of each week in the order given by the schedule. We will also use a series of three core material
books that will be used for all the semester. These will give some key important vocabulary and short
stories that use them. The phonics will also be covered in the core material to go along with the short
stories and vocabulary for each section. We also now have a dedicated phonics workbook that will cover
phonics using writing activities. We will continue to use speaking, listening and spelling to learn phonics as
well. A dedicated writing workbook will be given that focuses on developing writing skills based off of
certain topics. Each unit will have a topic for which related sentence patterns and vocabulary are covered.
This is followed by sentence building and then finally writing a short essay on the topic.

Vocabulary will learned from the core material books, the story books, the workbooks and from daily
unstructured conversation. The core material books vocabulary is of must-know words that are very
common. The story books will introduce a wide-variety of important vocabulary as well as less important
but interesting vocabulary that can be fun to use in conversation or writing. The same goes for vocabulary
from daily unstructured conversation. Grammar is now given more attention this semester with a bigger
and more detailed workbook which includes spelling. This will cover a different grammar topic or pattern
for each lesson. The math will be from the same style of MPM books that everyone has done previously.
These will build off of the concepts previously learned and will begin covering basic arithmetic later on in
the semester.

The following pages detail the August schedule by subject.

Sincerely,
- Teacher Bill

READING
We start a new story book at the beginning of the week. These books will be taken home at the end of the
week unless the book needs more time due to its difficulty or student absences. No story books will read if
it is a review week or we need to prepare for a special events like drama plays. The core material book will
also contain five short stories to read.
WEEK 1 Story Book - Time For Bed

Core Material Book (Unit 1 Week 1) - Jack Can
WEEK 2 Story Book - What Lila Loves / My Mom

Core Material Book (Unit 1 Week 1) - Jack Can
WEEK 3 Story Book - Flying Butter



Core Material Book (Unit 1 Week 1) - Jack Can
WEEK 4Story Book - Snow Trees

Core Material Book (Unit 1 Week 2) - Six Kids
WEEK 5 Story Book - Joshua James Likes Trucks

Core Material Book (Unit 1 Week 2) - Six Kids

PHONICS
Phonics activities are based off of a set of sounds given in each lesson of the core material book. The
sounds will be spoken out loud and together as a class. Recognition of the sounds written down will be
practiced later.
WEEK 1 Phonics Workbook (Reviewing Consonants) - Initials, Finals, Medials, Review
Core Material Book (Unit 1 Week 1) - Short a
WEEK 2 Phonics Workbook (Reviewing Consonants) - Initials, Finals, Medials, Review
Core Material Book (Unit 1 Week 1) - Short i
WEEK 3 Phonics Workbook (Reviewing Consonants) - Initials, Finals, Medials, Review
Core Material Book (Unit 1 Week 1) - I-blends
WEEK 4 Phonics Workbook (Reviewing Consonants) - Initials, Finals, Medials, Review
Core Material Book (Unit 1 Week 2) - Short o
WEEK 5 Phonics Workbook (Reviewing Consonants) - Initials, Finals, Medials, Review
Core Material Book (Unit 1 Week 2) - r-blends, s-blends

VOCABULARY

A set of important vocabulary will be taught from the core material books. Vocabulary from the story books
that is useful or interesting will also be taught. Recognizing the most important words by sight will be
drilled using flashcards. In addition, extra vocabulary will be learned from daily conversation and whatever
is of interest to the students.

WEEK 1 Story Book (Time For Bed) - Core Material Book (Unit 1 Week 1) - Does, Not, School, What

WEEK 2 Story Book (Time For Bed) - Core Material Book (Unit 1 Week 1) - Does, Not, School, What

WEEK 3 Story Book (Time For Bed) - Core Material Book (Unit 1 Week 1) - Does, Not, School, What

WEEK 4 Story Book (Time For Bed) - Core Material Book (Unit 1 Week 2) - Down, Out, Up, Very

WEEK 5 Story Book (Time For Bed) - Core Material Book (Unit 1 Week 2) - Down, Out, Up, Very

WRITING

Writing will be done using a workbook that has a different topic to write about for each unit. Writing
complete and correctly capitalized and punctuated sentences will be the focus. Short essays of a few
sentences will able be written.

WEEK 1 Writing Workbook (Unit 1) - My Family And Friends

WEEK 2 Writing Workbook (Unit 1) - My Family And Friends

WEEK 3 Writing Workbook (Unit 1) - My Family And Friends

WEEK 4 Writing Workbook (Unit 1) - My Family And Friends

WEEK 5 Writing Workbook (Unit 2) - My Family And Friends

GRAMMAR

The grammar will be taught through a dedicated workbook that covers a different grammar pattern or
topic and uses fill-in-the-blank or matching activities. Grammar will also be practiced through conversation.
WEEK 1 Grammar Workbook (Unit 1 - Lessons 1 & 2) - Verb to be & There is.../There are...

WEEK 2 Grammar Workbook (Unit 1 - Lessons 3 & 4) - Verb to have & Possessive Adjectives

WEEK 3 Grammar Workbook (Unit 1 - Lessons 5 & 6) - Nouns, verbs and adjectives & The alphabet

WEEK 4 Grammar Workbook (Unit 1 - Lessons 7 & 8) - The alphabet & The alphabet

WEEK 5 Grammar Workbook (Unit 1 - Lessons 9 & 10) - The alphabet & Mr. Owl’s puzzle: Picnic time

MATH



The math will use a series of MPM workbooks along with a box of materials for problem solving and
marking. Examples will be shown as needed and correction will be done before each workbook is taken
home.

WEEK 1 Math Workbook (Level E1) - Writing Practice

WEEK 2 Math Workbook (Level E1) - Reciting Numbers

WEEK 3 Math Workbook (Level E1) - More Than Or Less Than

WEEK 4 Math Workbook (Level E1) - More Than Or Less Than

WEEK 5 Math Workbook (Level E2) - Ordinal Numbers

SONGS

The class will sing songs and dance to them together before breakfast and at other free times throughout
the day. A variety of other music will also be played for fun.

WEEK 11 Have A Car

WEEK 2 | Have A Car

WEEK 3 The Ants Go Marching

WEEK 4 The Ants Go Marching

WEEK 5YMCA

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Physical education will be done outside once a week depending on the weather. The class will not be done
if there is rainy weather, high pollution levels or playground maintenance. Activities will be done either as a
class or individually.

WEEK 1 Catch The Robbers

WEEK 2 Running Races

WEEK 3 Obstacle Course

WEEK 4 Bicycle Races

WEEK 5 Hula Hoops
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