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October 2016

Hello Parents,

We're now in the third month of the semester and the class is making good progress, their writing is
gradually improving and everyone is working hard. This month we have a field trip to the Science
Museum, I'm sure the kids will really enjoy seeing the dinosaurs and it should give us lots of things to
talk about.

Core Material

The book for the first semester is actually quite simple, the students are already familiar with the
vocab words and short vowel sounds, so the book will not be very challenging for the students.
However, it will be a nice way for the students to start reading again after the break and depending
on the classes progress we can learn additional words and consonant blends as necessary. By the end
of the semester we will be doing consonant blends, which, again the kids are already familiar with. |
try to break up the core materials class with speaking practice, as there is plenty of time available for
reading.

In October, we will be starting on consonant blends, although this is something we have already
started to look at. This unit covers sounds like “sl”, “pl”, etc. The vocabulary words are “be”, “come”,
“good” and “pull” and the subject of the unit is pets.

Week 1: Consonant Blends Practice/vocab

Week 2: A Pig For Cliff

Week 3: Flip

Week 4: What Pets Need

Writing

We will not be doing motor skills this semester, the students will be practicing writing letter and short
(2 or 3 letter) words. The students will get better as they get older, so there's not much point
worrying about neatness and | will focus on correct order for pen strokes and writing top to bottom.
As | have said previously, the students who like to draw pictures tend to develop their motor skills
much more quickly, and therefore find writing much easier.

Reading
The books for this semester are a bit harder than last semesters and have longer sentences. The

books are a good way to expand the classes vocabulary and | like to Q&A about the books so that the



story class can be also be a speaking class and an opportunity for the students to think about what is
happening in the stories and develop their comprehension skills.

The books for the October are as follows:

Week 1: The 100" Day of School

Week 2: P.J Funny Bunny Camps Outs

Week 3: Just Critters Who Care

Week 4: This is my Town

Math

In October will be doing the third MPM book, which covers and matching and classifying objects
based on properties — colour or function for example. The students also have to complete charts, so
they need to match things in different columns based on what they see in pictures:

Week 1: Big Book

Week 2: Book 3 Matching

Week 3: Book 3 Matching

Week 4: Book 3 Classifying

Physical Education

| plan and implement activities for the classes each week. The students have a good mix of different
games to play during PE classes, the students will have lots of fun. For PE | like to give the students
obstacle courses and relay races and other activities that are fairly easy to understand.

Week 1: Grab the Baton

Week 2: Sack Race

Week 3: Obstacle Course

Week 4: Relay Race

Thematic Activity

The English teachers get an opportunity to plan a month of thematic activities. These can consist of
art projects, a short field trip to the park, or a class project to be done within the classroom. The
subject of October's thematic is Halloween.

Week 1: Halloween - Black Cat

Week 2: Halloween - Skeleton

Week 3: Halloween - Skull

Week 4: Halloween - Spider

Song and Dance

The school day starts with song and dance. The children get the chance to move around and have
some fun before we start our first class. | also like to have them practice between classes or at the
end of the day sometimes so that the students have the opportunity to move around and have some
fun rather than sit for extended periods of time.

Week 1: Itsy Bitsy Spider

Week 2: Itsy Bitsy Spider

Week 3: My Umbrella

Week 4: My Umbrella

See you next time!
Teacher Kevin
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